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I'm really enjoying the
Lighthouse community
and grateful, too, that I get
to be a part of it from here.
My students also find it
fun that our class is held
across oceans and
continents!" 
—Ladane Nasseri, Book
Project Teaching Fellow 
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Rick Bailey
Mark Bell
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Karen Rosica
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MISSION AND VALUES

The mission of Lighthouse Writers Workshop is to provide the
highest caliber of artistic education, support, and community for
writers and readers in the Rocky Mountain Region and beyond. We
strive to ensure that literature maintains its proper prominence in
the culture, and that individuals achieve their fullest potential as
artists and human beings.

1.  

L i g h t h o u s e  t i r e l e s s l y  p r o m o t e s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  c r e a t e  a
d e e p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  e n c o u r a g e s
c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  e m p a t h y  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y

L i g h t h o u s e  t a k e s  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  a r t s
b y  p r o v i d i n g  e x e m p l a r y  a r t s  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  i t s  m e m b e r s
a n d  y o u t h  t o  s e r v e  a s  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a r y  a r t s  i n  s o c i e t y .

L i g h t h o u s e  u p h o l d s  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y  b y  n u r t u r i n g
a n  i n c l u s i v e ,  s u p p o r t i v e ,  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  W e  a l s o  d e e p l y
b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i f t i n g  u p  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o ' v e  b e e n
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  m a r g i n a l i z e d  o r  i g n o r e d — p e r s o n s  o f  c o l o r ,  r e f u g e e s ,  t h e
h o m e l e s s ,  L G B T Q  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .

L i g h t h o u s e  a t t r a c t s  a n d  r e t a i n s  t a l e n t e d  a n d  r e n o w n e d  f a c u l t y
m e m b e r s  i n  a l l  d i s c i p l i n e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  w o r k
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i n v o l v i n g  t h e m  f u l l y  i n  t h e  a r t i s t i c  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l
l i f e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

L i g h t h o u s e  c o n t i n u a l l y  e l e v a t e s  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  a r t i s t i c  s t a n d a r d s ,
r e m a i n i n g  o p e n  a n d  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e
w o r l d w i d e  l i t e r a r y  a r t s  s c e n e .

L i g h t h o u s e  p r o v i d e s  a  l i f e l o n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  f o s t e r s  t h e
a r t i s t i c ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  o f  i t s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e s
c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  a s  t h e y  e m b a r k  o n  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r s  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e
l i v e s  a s  a r t i s t s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

L i g h t h o u s e  a t t r a c t s  l i t e r a r y  t y p e s  o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d  f r o m  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e ,
i n v i t i n g  t h e m  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o u r  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i t y ,  b o t h  t o
e n r i c h  t h e i r  a r t  a n d  e n r i c h  t h e i r  l i v e s .
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A LETTER FROM 
Michael Henry,
Executive Director and
Co-Founder

The year 2022 turned out to be a very significant one, as Lighthouse celebrated its 25th
anniversary. What started as a four person workshop in a downtown Denver loft led by
Andrea Dupree and myself, has grown into something pretty remarkable. In addition, in
April we broke ground on Lighthouse’s new forever home at 3844 York Street. What
started as a casual idea has turned into something I can’t quite fathom: a thriving
community, with a brand-new space dedicated to the literary arts, something that will, I
hope, last a very long time.

In addition, 2022 saw a return to more and more in-person happenings, including a very
successful Lit Fest, where we welcomed some incredible writers, such as Percival
Everett, Victoria Chang, Ed Hirsch, and more. It was good to spend time with real
people again, and to be inspired by their words.

The year was not without its challenges, however. In the beginning of the year,
approximately a third of the Lighthouse staff left to seek new opportunities, something
of a trend in both the nonprofit and corporate and nonprofit world. Such a massive shift
taught us a great deal, and led us to make significant improvements in staff and
organizational culture. We reorganized our org chart, and took a closer look at how we
allocate resources; we also revamped our job descriptions and improved our salary
structure, putting us in a more competitive and equitable position to bring in talented
folks who want to serve the mission. We took a more ground-up approach to the annual
budgeting process, giving program and administrative teams more control over their
expenses and revenue goals. Finally, we worked to increase avenues of collaboration
and communiction amongst all our programs, building direct and substantive ties
across community engagement, young writers program and adult programming. This
has led to a new spirit of possibility and connection amongst the team, and between
the many communities we serve.



Celebrating 25 Years

You could say that 2022 was a year of change and a huge leap toward a very ambitious
future, a year in which we built a solid cornerstone for Lighthouse’s next 25 years. Once
again, we embraced change while staying true to the heart of the organization—
nurturing the creative human spirit through writing and reading.

As always, thank you for your support—and for your creativity, your words, your
willingness to share your story.

Sincerely,

Michael Henry

We also confirmed with data something we’ve always known about our mission: writing
brings us closer to one another in a spirit of humanness, and it also improves a writer’s
sense of self as well as measures of mental wellness, including higher self-esteem,
understanding of one’s life experience, as well as feelings of wellness and resilience. In
fact, our four-year study in collaboration with UC Health Anschutz Center and Children’s
Hospital Colorado delivered some concrete and definite benefits of engagement with
creative writing. They found that one full year after the program, participants still felt a: 

27% reduction in feelings of anxiety
36% reduction in feelings of depression 
12% reduction in sensations of emotional exhaustion 
28% increase in feelings of positivity and hopefulness

In short, it’s clear writing is strong medicine. 



Programs 

316 Workshops

BY THE NUMBERS
2022 at a glance

3,074 Participants

$627,199 Workshop Revenue

ADULTS

YOUTH

124 Workshops

55 Off-Site Programs

$91,565 Program Revenue 

7,104 Participants

3,648 Participants

Community Engagement

12 Community Partners

4 Onsite Programs

2 Retreats

3 Fellowships 

LIT FEST

124 Workshops

4,179 Participants

$410,000 Lit Fest Revenue

Writerships (Tuition Assistance)
Awarded

992 Adults, totaling

32 Youths, totaling 

$67,588
$7,000

Virtual vs. In-Person
Event Attendance 

303 Virtual

149 In-Person

Adults

Youth and Community Engagement 

84
Virtual94
In-Person



“I’m very grateful to be in community with all of you. What an
event that [book release party] was! Thank you so much for
making my Denver book event feel so incredibly special: the warm
introduction from Andrea; the general logistical wizardry from
Torin, and for enthusiastically partnering with Laurie and the
Denver Public Library to make it happen and spread the word
through the Lighthouse network.” - Vauhini Vara, Book Project
Mentor, Pulitzer Prize in Fiction 

MEMBER AND
FACULTY NEWS

Celebrated the release of BP 2022 graduate Becca
Andrews’s No Choice (Hachette) in October 2022.
Featured guest speakers Hermione Hoby, Peter
Ho Davies, and Matt Bell .
Mentors Erika Krouse and Vauhini Vara each
published critically acclaimed books. Erika Krouse’s
Tell Me Everything: The Story of a Private
Investigation (Flatiron) came out in March and was
featured on Colorado Public Radio for our Lit Fest
opening, and Vauhini Vara’s The Immortal King Rao
(Norton) came out in May. 

Book Project Highlights

Lighthouse Instructor Highlights
Jacinda Townsend’s Mother Country was published
Lighthouse faculty and members won many 2022 Colorado Book Awards,
including YA Lit (Olivia Chadha), Literary Fiction (Wendy J. Fox), and were
finalists for Poetry, Anthology, 



2021-2022 AUDITED FINANCIAL
REPORTS | STATEMENT OF

FINANCIAL POSITION 

2020

208,218
144,034

$
1,948,945

557,956
7,000

564,956

271,921
7,000

278,921

973,150
66,126

1,039,276

1,038,244
27,317

1,065,561

ASSETS
2022

Current assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable, less allowance for doubtful 
       receivables of $12,605 (2022) and $12,605 (2021) 

Employee advance
Promises to give
Pledges receivable, current 
Prepaid expenses 

Total current assets

$
291,345
164,254

313,220
-

66,623
216,888

17,626

$ 576,982
-

229,254
667

94,784
212,464
13,900

1,069,956 1,207,852

Furniture, equipment and website 
Less accumulated depreciation

223,355
205,709

17,646 35,571
Investments and receivables: 

Rose Community Endowment 
Accounts receivable, noncurrent 
Pledges receivable, noncurrent  

102,265
122,518
156,824

42,787
34,050

258,021

Other assets: 
Capital campaign development in process 
Operating lease right-of-use asset, net of accumulated
       amortization of $27,528 (2021) 
Deposit 

5,267,392
-

5,735

619,338
55,056

5,735

Total noncurrent assets 5,654,734 1,041,987

Total assets $6,742,336

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current liabilities: 
Accounts payable
Payroll liabilities 
Deferred revenue 
Operating lease liability 
Class deposits 

$ 1,312,449
20,342

664,001
-

3,935

$ 57,316
31,137

449,734
55,056

8,134

Total current liabilities 2,000,727 601,377

Total liabilities 2,474,131 601,377

Without donor restrictions: 
        Undesignated 
        Board designated

Net assets: 

With donor restrictions: 
        Purpose restricted
        Endowment fund

Total net assets 4,268,205 1,604,232

Total liabilities and net assets $ 6,742,336 $ 2,205,609

2021

215,864
180,293

$2,205,609

Noncurrent liabilities: 
Long-term debt less issuance costs of $28,906 (2022)
     and $-0- (2021)

473,404 -

254,500
7,000

557,956
7,000

261,500 564,956

3,911,336
95,369

973,150
66,126

4,006,705 1,039,276



DONORS AND
SUPPORTERS

Lighthouse extends a
sincere thank you to our
generous supporters.

Government Funders
Colorado Creative Industries
National Endowment For The Arts
SCFD

Foundation and Corporate Funders
Aevitas Creative Management
Amazon Literary Partnership
AmazonSmile Foundation
The Anschutz Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation
Cielo Donor Advised Fund
Comcast
Community Banks of Colorado
Community First Foundation
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable Trusts
The English Speaking Union
Fashion Doll Club of the Rockies
Gateway Fund II
Grace US Foundation
Hall Estill
Heinrich Marketing
Hyder Construction
Marianne and George F Markham Foundation, Inc
Meow Wolf
Mile High MFA at Regis University
Network for Good
Prevent and Prevail
Rose Community Foundation
Salesforce
Schlessman Foundation, Inc.
Scientific and Cultural Collaborative
The Starrels-Wasserman Family Fund
Syntrinsic
University of Colorado
Virginia W. Hill Foundation



DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

Individual Donors
Anonymous 
Mario Acevedo
Sara Alan
Lisa Alexander
Stacy Allen
Ellen Anderman
Elizabeth Anderman
Dee Andrews
Sandra Armstrong
Rebecca Arno
Nate Arnold
Lona Arotin
Karen Asbridge
Jonna Ashley and Leif Olsen
Helen Atkeson
Don Auman
Karen Aviles
Rick Bailey
Dean Bakopoulos
John and Carol Balkcom
Miriam Banach
Justin Banham
Howard Bartlett
William Bates
Jennifer Bauer Steuck
Kelly Baug
Ginny and Rob Bayless
Mark Bell
Dudley and Julie Bell
Eric and Callie Bennett
John Bergman
Susan Bickert
Sarah Blumenthal
Kathleen Bohland
Laura Bond
Cordia Booth
Claire Boyles
John Brehm
Paul Bremer
Camille Brightsmith
Lou Britt
Claire and Brad Brockbank
Sharon Brown-Jodoin
Gloria J. Browne-Marshall
Vinod Busjeet
Michelle Cantwell

Sharon Carroll
Karen Carter
Dee Casalaina
Robert Case
Sean and Wendy Cassity
Jennifer Catto
KC Chaballa
Ben Chavez
Lilly Christie
Sheila Cleworth
Sammie Clifford Downing
Whitney Cobb
Margaret Colbert
Stacy Coleman
Celeste Colgan
Kirsten and Tim Collins
Martha Connors
John Coyle
Melissa Crocker
Laura Cross
Elsa Culler
Alexa Culshaw and Ryan
Parrmer
Peter and Cathy Culshaw
Jenny Dandy
Anne Davidson-Mundt
Elena Davis
Emma Deihl
Mary Kay Delaney
Tom DeMarchi
Matt Dempsey
Margaret Descombes
Erika Deshay Lowenkron
Rich Devlin and Kim Linin
William Diamond
Josh and Kate Dinar
Karl and Frances Dise
Mark and Susanna Donato
Andrea Doray
Gary and Kathryn Dudley
Miles Duffy
Laurie Duncan-McWethy
Patrick Dunn
Sharon Dupree
Andrea Dupree
Pete Dupree
Benita Duran

Christopher Eckman
Kathy Eisenmenger
Teresa Elder
Sahar Elhallak
Jenny Ellis
Gayle Embrey
Carla Espinoza
Courtney Essary Messenbaugh
Robert Evans
Caterina Fagelson
Mary Farris
Kristin Feldkamp
Chris Ferris
Christina Fiflis
Carolyn Fineran
Michele Finn Johnson
Laura Fischer
Carolyn Flynn
Casey Flynn
Bambi Forbes Sterling
Angelle Fouther
John and Susan France
Stacey Freedenthal
Darcee Freier
J. Diego Frey and Sarah Wells
Susan Friberg
Dreama Frisk
Chris Fullerton
Lindsey Galloway
Jennifer Garner
Judith Gelt
Deanne Gertner
Colette Gill
Hartley Goldstone
Natalie Gonzalez
Catherine Goodwillie
Jennifer Gordon
Jackie Gorman
Nancy Graham
Joslyn Green
Mack Green
Lauren Green-Caldwell
Rachel Greiman
Dina Grimmett
Ann Gronowski
Annie Groves
Kendra Haberkorn



DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

Sharon Hainsfurther
Joseph Hankin
Victoria Hanley
Jacqueline Hanneman
Zephrine Hanson
Tom Hardy
Ariana Harner
Anne Hausler
William Haywood Henderson
Allison Heald Johnson
Sarah Heller
Ron Henderson
Lisa Henner
Michael Henry
Michael Henry, Sr.
Pam Hillis
Marcia Hofmann
Christina Holbrook
Cathy Hollis
Vincent Hostak
Walt House
Betty Howard
Jenna Huisken
Louise Hurlbut
Lara Hussain
Anne Ingels
June Inuzuka
Jenny Itell
Sarah James
Ellen and Steve Jaskol
Jordyn and Darian Jefferson
Kathryn Jens
Taj Johns
Deidre Johnson
Claudine Johnson
Joel Johnson
Alice Johnson
Carmen Jura
Brian Kagan
Alexandra Katich
Candace Kearns Read
Deborah Kelly
Collin Kemberlin Architecture
Ray Kemble
Paul Kennebeck
Lisa Kennedy
Pamela Kenney Basey

Nancy Kern
Linda Keyes
Kelly Keys
Eileen Kiernan-Johnson
Ellen Kingman Fisher
Trish Kinkel
Ross Kinney
Julie Kliegman
Charlie Kohlhardt
Genna Kohlhardt and Torin
Jensen
Michael Kolbrener
Janette Kotichas
Joe Kovarik
Mark Kristensson
Erika Krouse
Nina Kunze
Juliette LaChapelle
Suzanne LaFetra Collier
Natalie Lampert
Jenna Lane
Raima Larter
Amy Law-Ziegler
Andrea LeBaron
Nicky Lee
Sue Leever
Laura Leffler
Maggie Lent
Isaac Leon
Lena Leopold
Neel Levy
Teow Lim Goh
Lisa Lindsley
Cathy Lines
Jesaka Long
Cara Lopez Lee
Dianne Lorang
Jack Luellen
Kendal Lyon
Scott Maccarone
Lisa Mahoney
Rachel and Steve Maizes
Rebecca Mandell
Julia Marquez-Uppman
Robert McBrearty
Ted McCombs
Carol McDermott

Molly McFadden
Najah McFarland
Kerry McGinley
Virginia McGowan and Mike
Goss
Maura McGrath
Fuchsia McInerney
Barbara McLaughlin
Andrew McNamara
Stacy Mcvicker
Rudy Melena
Joannah Merriman
Katherine Michalak
Malinda Miller
Kate Minyard
Vicki Mizel
Larry and Carl Modesitt
Ruth Montague
Adam Mordecai
Kirsten Morgan
Mike Morrisey
Marissa Morrow
Mary Moser
Tanya Mote
Carlos Munoz
Smit Naik
M. Kay Nanian
Barbara Neal
Bill Nelson
Brian Nelson
Lee Newman
Sloane Nichols
Jack Nicholson
Frank Nowell and Julie
Parsons
Mike Nugent
Kim O'Connor
Judith Oakland
Kyoko Ono
Catherine Ott-Holland
Jim Palenchar
Jennifer Paquette
Andy and Kathleen Parker
Charles Passaglia
Melissa Persons
Catie Peterson
Joey Peterson



DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

SMarinah Phennicie
Dino Enrique Piacentini and
Matthew Seubert
Curtis Pierce
Jurney Poland
Trystan Popish
Joey Porcelli and Randy
Pharo
Gay Porter DeNileon
Rick Posner
Jane Potts
Dan Prendergast
Heather Pridemore
Virginia Purvis-Smith
Elizabeth Putnam
Tiffany Quay Tyson
Lisa Ramos
Barbara Ras
Michelle Ratcliff
Andrea Ray
Mariah Raymond
Amanda Rea and Jon Rogers
Jody Reale
Julie Rech
Lynda Ricketson
Linda Roberts Zinn
Stacy Robinson
Nina Rolle
Katherine Rooks
Andy Rooney
Sarah Rosen
Anna Rosenblum Palmer
Ellin Rosenthal
Gary Rosenthal
Karen Rosica
Therese Samson
Susan and Phil Sargent
Judy Satterlee
Elizabeth Savage
Jakki Savan
Julie Savoie
Joy and Scotty Sawyer
Joel Sayres and Laurie Chin
Sayres
Ann Scarboro
Cara Schaarschmidt
Gary Schanbacher

Dale Schellenger
Martha Scherzer
Elizabeth Schlosser
Jane Schmitz
Nancy Schulein
Steven Schwartz and Emily
Hammond
JLB Scott
Sheila Sears
Jennifer Seibert
Connie Senior
Amie Sharp
Dan Sharp
Michael Sindler
Suzanne Siteman
Laurie Sleeper
Morgan Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Robert Sobel
Connie Sommer
Bill Sonn
Robert Speake
Meg Spencer
Scott Spillman
Jan Stanley
Paparouna Stavropoulos
Kelly Stevens
Amy Stewart
Veronica Straight-Lingo
Jane Strohm
Suzanne Strojny
Carol Sullivan
Emily Sumner
Anne Swanson
Tree Swenson
Randy Sylvan
Elizabeth Tancreti
Annette Taylor
Sharon Taylor
Lynn Thayer
Carol Timblin
Karen Tolchin
Keith Tooley
Trinna Tressler and Ted
Eckles
Seth Tucker
Sara Tullius

Lauren Tulp Coyne
Megan Twiddy
Sonya Unrein
Mardi and Dale Unruh
Anne Van Etten
Robby Vaughn
Denise Vega
Bill Vitek
Lynn Wagner
Rev Walker Walker
Lauren Wallace
Ken Weaver
Ross Webster
Rob Wesson
Steven Whiskeyman
Phoebe and Rory Whitehorn
Joey Wilson
Christine Winn
Mark Winne
Lia Woodall
Anne and Charlie Wright
David Wroblewski and
Kimberly McClintock
Kate Wyeth
Theresa Wynn
Linda Yale and Lee Sachnoff
Lulu Ye
Michelle Yee
Lizzie Ziegler
Connie Zumpf

And 1,193 generous members
and supporters who gave
<$100! We wouldn’t be
Lighthouse without each and
every one of you.



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS

In 2022, we broke ground on our new building, thanks to
the supporters of our capital campaign. The following
donors made a gift or pledge to the capital campaign
between January 1 and December 31, 2022.

Government Funders
Colorado Creative Industries

Foundation and Corporate
Funders
The Beanstalk Foundation
Boettcher Foundation
Gates Family Foundation
Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation
Harvey Family Foundation
Pinon Trail Foundation

Individual Supporters
Anonymous (1)
Elizabeth Anderman
Ellen Anderman
Andrea Antico
Rebecca Arno
Karen Asbridge
Deborah Avant and Tim Herbst
Rick Bailey
Juliet Beckman
Gail ben Ezra
Susan Bickert
Bendan and John Blue
Andrea Bobotis
Michael and Julie Bock
Steph Bruno and Steve de Beer
Deletha Casalaina
Kate Christensen
Whitney Cobb
Peter and Cathy Culshaw
Alan Dale
Jeff and Madeline Darst
Rachel Horak Dempsey and Matt
Dempsey
Ryan Dingus
Gary and Kathryn Dudley
Kelly Jo Eldredge
Shawna Ervin
Kaia Gallagher
Sheila Gannon

IDeanne Gertner
Donna Bryson and
Fredrick Glick Family
Charitable Fund
Joslyn Green
Lauren Green-Caldwell
Ann and Jamie Gronowski
Charles P. Henderson
Roscoe Hill
Ginny Hoyle
Byron and Teresa Isaak
Jordyn and Darian
Jefferson
Martha Kalin
Theresa and Bob Keatinge
Jay Kenney
Nancy Kern
Juliette LaChapelle
Teow Lim Goh
Cathy Lines
Kate Livingston
Charles Masner
Elizabeth Mayka
Ted McCombs
Jean McDowell Ray
Connor, Marlowe, and
Sharon McMeel
Kit Mura-smith
Patrick O'Driscoll
Hazel and Leo Rosenblum
Palmer
Melinda Pearson
Terrance and Alyssa
Phelan
Dino Enrique Piacentini
and Matthew Seubert
Gay Porter DeNileon
Andrea Ray
Corie Rosen and Jeffrey
Felder
Marilee Ross
Kelly Sather

Judy Satterlee
Scotty and Joy Sawyer
Merrillyn Shroads
Emily Sinclair
Shannon Skaife
Thurston Smith
Harriet Stratton
Kat Svaldi
Cynthia and Peter
Swanson
Randall and Elizabeth
Sylvan
Helen Thorpe
Amy, Wayne, and Denise
Triebwasser
Tiffany Quay Tyson
Richard Uhrlaub
David Von Drehle
Lynn Wagner
Rob Wesson
Wallace P. and Beth
Wolfrum Wetherill
Carol Wolf
Christian Wright
Diane Wziontka
Jan and John Zimpel

An additional 278 donors
contributed to the capital
campaign from October
2019 to July 2023. 


